2019 Charleston Christmas Parade
Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

     Announcing the 16th Annual Parade Float Contest

· Categories Open for Entry: Corporate Business, Non-Profit Organization 
· 2019 Theme: ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas!
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FLOAT CONTEST RULES & GUIDELINES
1. A float is defined as a structure on a trailer, which is pulled by a tow vehicle or self-propelled. This year be sure to include lighting, as the parade is at night!
2. All entries must complete a parade application and receive written confirmation from the parade committee. Be sure to indicate “Float Contest Participant” on the application so judges can score all float entries.
3. Float contest entries will be judged based on the following criteria: (a) incorporation of the 2019 Charleston Winter Parade theme, (b) creativity and originality, (c) float design and quality workmanship, (d) effective use of sound & visuals, (e) overall appearance and use of costumes/characters/passengers on the float.
4. Pulling units must be decorated and should be made as much a part of the float as possible. Undecorated pulling units may cause points to be deducted.

5. All floats must have hand-holds for passengers standing on the float, and secure, safe seating for others on-board.

6. No individuals or large décor elements are permitted to hang over the sides of floats and vehicles. All signs should be professionally produced. No magic marker signs, please.
7. All float contest participants must appear in full uniform or costume.

8. As Santa will be featured on the final “sleigh” float, no other Santa or Mrs. Claus costume characters may be on parade floats.
9. All float entries must be family-friendly and presented in a respectful manner. Political campaign float entries are not permitted. Participants are asked to refrain from advocating, opposing or depicting of social issues. Floats not found in compliance may be removed from the parade line and not allowed to participate.

10. Identification signs or banners are encouraged for entries in the parade and contest. The listing of telephone numbers, addresses or statements will not be allowed.

11. All floats must have an approved and properly charged fire extinguisher on board.

12. As sponsor of the Float Contest, Charleston Town Center’s marketing department reserves the right to reject any entry. All decisions are final.

Judging begins 45-minutes before the parade begins. This year step-off is 7:00 p.m. Judges will be identified by lapel badges. Judges will be announced to media prior to parade date.
Annual Float Contest Trophy & Plaque Awards include:
1st Place Corporate Award                             1st Place Non-Profit Award

2nd Place Award                                               2nd Place Award
Honorable Mention                                         Honorable Mention

Trophies/plaques will be awarded by the judges during the parade near Charleston Town Center Mall’s Court Street viewing stand/entrance. 1st Place winners in both categories also receive lunch for 8 at Tidewater Grill (not to exceed $150 value; no alcohol), courtesy of Charleston Town Center Mall! May the Float Building Begin!
For questions, contact Charleston Town Center Marketing Dept. at (304) 345-9526. 
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